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revolutionary attempts of Messrs. Newton, Sharpe, and 
Dresser to corrupt the ornithological morality of the pre- 
sent age. 


XXXVITI.—On a Collection of Birds from the Solomon Islands 
and New Hebrides. By H. B. Tristram, F.R.S. 


(Plates XI., XII.) 


I wave had placed in my hands for determination, by the 
kindness of Vice-Admiral Sir Geo. H. Richards, K.C.B., a 
small but very interesting collection of birds made by his 
son, Lieut. Richards, R.N., at Makira Harbour, San Cris- 
toval, Solomon Islands, between the 22nd August and 3rd 
October in last year, consisting of thirty-three species. Of 
these no less than twelve are, so far as Ï can ascertain, as 
yet undescribed, while several of the others are of extreme 
rarity in collections, some of them being not, as yet, known to 
exist in any museum in this country. The fact of the whole 
collection having been made in a limited area shows how much 
yet remains to be done before the avifauna of this portion of 
the Pacific can be looked upon as exhausted. The excep- 
tional beauty of many of the new species, such as the Ceyz, 
Charmosyna, and Ptilopus, renders their absence from pre- 
vious collections from the Solomon Islands the more remark- 
able. Either previous explorers have very cursorily skimmed 
the island fauna, or the species must be extremely local. 


1. Astur (URospiza), sp.? 

An immature bird in first year’s plumage. Very like the 
young of A. approximans, but much smaller. It agrees 
exactly in measurements with an adult specimen of A. tor- 
quatus in my collection from the New Hebrides, and may 
probably prove to be the young of that species. 

The specimen is a male. Iris bright yellow; feet orange. 


2. HALIASTUR GIRRENERA (Vieill.). 
Two specimens, adult. 
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3. HALCYON sancta, Vig. & Horsf. 
Appears to be very eommon. 


4. HarcvowN suite, Reich. 

One specimen, the most distinctly marked which I have 
yet seen of this form, for I hesitate to assign specific value 
io this bird. I have, however, never seen a bird more richly 
coloured than this, which is evidently adult. The lores, fringe 
of the collar, and the whole region behind the eye are dark 
ehestnut, with black ear-coverts, extending to the collar, 
which is pale chestnut, as are the under wing-eoverts, flanks, 
abdomen, and under tail-eoverts. 


5. Ceyx GENTIANA, sp. nov. (Plate XI.) 

C. rostro nigro; capite nigro, ultramarino striato, maculâ inter 
nares et oculos neenon macula postauriculari albis, dorso 
medio et caudá azureo resplendentibus, utrinque ultra- 
marino cireumdatis ; alis ultramarino striatis, remigi- 
bus atris: subtüs tota alba. Long. tot. 5:8, rostr. 1:8, 
alee 2:5, caud. 1:25, tars. 0:35, dig. med. 0:6, dig. post. 0:2. 

This lovely little Kingfisher bears a slight resemblance in 

the distribution of its colours to Alcyone pusilla, but it is im- 

possible to eonfound them. The three shades of brilliant 

blue, the ultramarine spangles on the head and back of the 
neck, and the spotless white of the whole under surface render 
it onc of the most chastely gorgeous ofits family. It belongs 
to the same group as Ceyw solitaria, Temm., hitherto the 
only species known of black-billed Ceyx, but may be at once 
distinguished by the pure white of its lower surface and its 
eonsiderably larger size. "The iris is bluish blaek, and the 
feet flesh-coloured. 

I have named it gentiana, as combining the colours of 
three specics of that plant. 


6. DENDROCHELIDON MYSTACEA (Less.). 


7. COLLOCALIA LINCHI, Horsf. & Moore. 

A single specimen, which I take to be of this species, is in 
the collection. It agrees with the description, and is dis- 
tinct from any of the aozen species before me; but I have not 
been able to compare it with a typical example of C. linchi. 
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8. HIRUNDO TAHITICA, Gm. 


9. MYZOMELA PAMMEL/ENA, Sclater, P. Z.S. 1877, p. 553 (?). 

A jet-black Myzomela, which, if not M. pammelena, is very 
near it. The type specimen has the edgings of the insides 
of the remiges not so white as in this bird. In M. pamme- 
lena, adult, the edgings are cinereous, but whiter in younger 
specimens. ‘The iris and feet are black. 


10. PHILEMON SCLATERI, G. R. Gr. 
A very fine specimen of this rare bird. The iris is grey 
and the feet drab. 


11. Diczum xNEUM, Hombr. & Jacq. 

One specimen, which appears to agree with Hombron aud 
Jaequinot's description of the type, obtained in the Solomon 
Islands. Iris grey ; feet black. 


12. PoMAREA CASTANEIVENTRIS (Verr.). 

A fine male specimen of this rare and curious Flycatcher 
is in the collection. The locality has not hitherto been ascer- 
tained, but vaguely stated as Oceania. The only other 
species of the genus, P. nigra, being confined to the Society 
and Marquesas Islands, it 1s interesting to find this bird at 
$0 vast a distance from its single congener. 

The lower mandible is horn-coloured ; iris and feet black. 


18. PrEZORHYNCHUS VIDUA, Sp. nov. 

P. d capite nigro resplendente ; collari albo, dorso nigro; uro- 
pygio albo, cauda nigra, rectricibus tribus externis albo 
terminatis; tectricibus superioribus albis, mediis mar- 
gine nigro cireumdatis ; remigibus nigris; mento et tho- 
race nigris; pectore, abdomine et crisso albis. Long. tot. 
0:95, ale 3, caudz 3, tarsi 0:8. 

This species is not far removed from P. leucotis and P. pi- 
leatus, but may at once be distinguished by its black ear- 


coverts. İris grey ; feet ash-coloured. 


14. MYIAGRA CERVINICAUDA, Sp. nov. 

M. M. modeste, Gr., affinis; capite plumbeo, dorso ferrugineo 
tincto, pectore et abdomine castaneis; rectricibus tribus 
exterioribus per totam longitudinem leté cervinis, ceteris 
brunneis neque albo terminatis. Long. tot. 4:8, ale 
2:47, caudz 2:42. 
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This is one of the group of russet-coloured Myiagre so 
numerous in all the Pacific islands; but the very pale fawn- 
coloured tail, with only the two median rectrices brown, at 
once marks it off from every other species with which 1 
am acquainted. 


15. RHIPIDURA RUSSATA, Sp. nov. 


R. fronte, dorso et crisso castaneo-rufis , capite et occipite 
eum lineá suboculari fuscis; alis eaudáque fuscis, secun- 
dariis extüs et rectricibus ad basin dorso concoloribus, 
his omnibus albo terminatis : subtüs alba, uropygio rufo ; 
torque subgutturali nigro. Long. tot. 5'5, ale 2:55, 
caudæ 3°25. 


This species approaches nearest to R. semicollaris, Müll., 
but differs in having the upper back red, the extent of red 
on the forehead greater, the black gorget narrower, and the 
white of the underparts purer. Itisaltogether a smaller bird. 


16. SYMMORPHUS (LALAGE) AFFINIS, sp. nov. 

d S. affinis S. leucopygio, sed uropygio albo et colore rectricis 
extime distinguendus. 

9 mari similis quoad distributionem colorum, sed brunnea 
nec nigra. 

This species also approaches S. nevius from the New Hce- 
brides and New Caledonia, but may be at once diseriminated 
by the absence of white on the tail-feathers, which are black m 
the male and brown in the female throughout their whole 
length, excepting a minute white tip on the outer rectrices. 
The black of the male is glossy, the russet-brown of the 
female becomes almost chestnut on the forehead. The iris 
is dark brown, the feet black. 


17. EDOLIISOMA SALOMONIS, Sp. NOV. 


9 E. supra totum cinerenm ; alis et cauda nigris, tectricibus 
superioribus arcté cinerco marginatis ; loris nigris; güla, 
pectore, abdomine, teetricibus inferioribus et subalaribus 
leeté castancis ; rectricibus externis castaneis pogonio 
interno ad basin nigro, proximis castaneo marginatis, 
tertiis striá castaneA terminali preditis, medüs cinereo 
tinctis. 

$ jr. supernö cinercum, plumis undique albo terminatis; tec- 
tricibus superioribus, primariis et secundariis rufo ter- 


Solomon Islands and New Hebrides. 44:1 


minatis: subtüs castaneum, maculis infrequentibus nigris. 
Long. tot. 8:6, alee 4:25, caudz 4, tarsi 079. 


This is a distinct species, but uufortunately the collection 
does not contain a male. It belongs to the same group as 
E. schisticeps. 


18. GRAUCALUS SUBLINEATUS, pet 1B a Da 979 Do ano 
pl. xxxvi. 
The iris is light yellow and the feet black. 


19. GRAUCALUS, sp. inc. 9. 

I believe the specimen sent, shot at the same time and place 
as the preceding, and with a light yellow iris, will prove to be 
the female of the above species (G. sublineatus). It coincides 
exactly in all its measurements, but instead of having the under 
surface schistaceous, with faint narrow white wavy trans- 
verse markings, the whole of the breast, abdomen, flanks, 
and under tail-coverts are white, with black transverse bais, 
equal in width to the white spaces. 

A 


20. GRAUCALUS MONOTONUS, Sp. NOV. 

G. suprà et subtüs ceruleo-cinereus ; loris, remigibus pri- 
mariis et secundariis nigris, his ad marginem cinereo 
lavatis ; rectricibus mediis nigris cinereo adumbratis, la- 
teralibus cinereo terminatis; rostro et pedibus nigris. 
Long. tot. 9°75, ale 4°75, caudæ 4:8, tarsi 1, rostri a 
rictu 1:25. 

This bird, which Mr. Sharpe has not been able to identify 
with any species known to him, in coloration most nearly 
resembles G. cesius (Licht.) from South Africa, but is darker 
in colour, with a much longer and stronger bill and black 
lores ; and the wings and tail are jet-black, instead of brown- 
black. 


bs PACHYCEPHALUS CHRISTOPHORI, Sp. nOv. 

”. € suprà omnino olivaceus ; rectricibus et remigibus fuscis, 
in pogonio externo olivacco mar ginatis; mento et thorace 
flavis, torque nigro ; abdomine, crisso et subalaribus flavis. 

9 mari similis, torque absente. Long. tot. 5:9, alee 3-3, 
caudæ 2:5, tarsi 1. 
The iris brown, the feet ash-coloured. "The young male is 
like the female, but with famt traces of the black collar. 
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22. CALORNIS METALLICA, Temm. 
The iris in all the specimens is noted as bright scarlet. 


23. LoRTUs CHLOROCERCUS, Gould. 
“Tris red; feet olive-coloured.” 


24. TRICHOGLOSSUS MASSENZ, Dp. 
I can detect no differences between this bird and specimens 
from New Hebrides and elsewhere. 


25. EcLECTUS POLYCHLORUS (Scop.). 

Both sexes of this widely spread species appear in the col- 
lection. They possess slight differences in coloration from 
specimens in my cabinets from other localities, but too trivial 
to permit me to discriminate them. 

The note on the label marks the iris as light yellow and 
the feet black. 


26. CHARMOSYNA MARGARETHA, sp. nov. (Plate XII.) 

C. fronte, regione oculari, mento, thorace et collo toto rubris ; 
occipite nigro, pectore et tergo monih aurantiaco circum- 
datis, höc nigro arcté fimbriato; tergo viridi; uropygio 
aurantiaco-viridi; caudá graduatá, rectricibus quatuor 
mediis rubris aurantiaco terminatis, rectricibus late- 
ralibus ad basin rubris, utrinque viridescenti-nigro lim- 
batis et aurantiaco terminatis; remigibus nigris, in po- 
gonio externo viridi lavatis ; abdomine rubro ; crisso 
viridi; pedibus et rostro carneis. Long. tot. 7:8, ale 
9:85, caudae 4, tarsi 0-3, maudib. super. 0:6, mandib. 
infer. 0:8. 

Iris yellow ; feet flesh-colour. 

This is one of the smallest and, I think I may venturc to 
say, one of the most gorgeous in colouring of this splendid 
group, of which several species have recently been figured by 
Mr. Gould in the “ Birds of New Guinea,’ İt comes nearest 


to C. pulchella. I have ventured to name it in compliment 
to the bride of H.R.H. the Duke of Connaught. 


27. GEOFFROYUS HETEROCLITUS (Hombr. & Jacq.). 
“Tris yellow; fect aslı-colour.” 


28. PTILOPUS CERASEIPECTUS, Sp. nov. 
d P.suprà totus viridis; fronte solum usque ad regionem 
ocularem ceraseo-purpureo , tectricibus alarum indis- 
tincté nigro maculatis ; rectricibus quatuor externis fascia 
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latá viridi-nigrescente, posted fascià albescenti-viridi 
terminatis; remigibus nigrescentibus viridi limbatis ; 
torque pectorali flavo ; pectore et abdomine ceraseis, late- 
ribus viridibus; subalaribus schistaceis; abdomine et 
erisso flavis ; rostro plumbeo, pedibus ceraseis, “9 suprà 
et subtüs omnino viridis ; abdomine et crisso 157. quoad 
caudam mari similis. Long . tot. 8:2, alee 4:6, caud 3:5, 
tarsi 077. 
Iris bright yellow ; feet dark ahaa 
A very distinct species of this lovely genus. The extent 
of the delicate cherry-colour on the breast and abdomen 
seems its most conspicuous character ; and from this I have 


named it. 


29. CARPOPHAGA PISTRINARIA, Bp. 
Iris light red ; feet cherry-colour. 


30. CARPOPHAGA (GLOBICERA) RICHARDSI, sp. nov. 

C. cupreo-viridis ; capite, cervice et tergo summo canis ; jugulo 
albo-vinaceo, mento pallidiore; pectore, abdomine, crisso, 
femoribus ct tectricibus caudz inferioribus castancis , 
remigibus rcetricibusque atro-cyaneis viridi micantibus ; 
ceromate tumido, rubro; pedibus rubris. Long. tot. 
15:75, alee 9, caudz 6. 


Nearly allied to Carpophaga rubracera, Gr., but with the 
head and neck ashy, like the upper back, and only the throat 
of a pale vinaceous pink ; the whole of the rest of the under 
surface deep chestnut, increasing in intensity towards tlie 
lower tail-coverts. 

Iris dark red ; feet cherry ; hill dark ash, and the knob at 
the base cherry-colour. 


81. MACROPYGIA AROSSI, Sp. nov. 

M. omnino intensé castanca , occipite et thorace nigro punc- 
tatis, mento pallidiore ; tectricibus remigum et caudá in- 
tensioribus , rectrieibus externis maculâ subterminali 
nigra in ... interiore preeditis , remigibus brunneis. 
Long. tot. 15:5, ale: 5:45, caud:e 5:95. 

Very closely allied to M. rufa, Ramsay, from Tanna, but 
smaller, of much darker shade of chestnut in all its parts, and 
to be at once distinguished by the black stippling of the 
head and throat. 

“Tris light drab; fect dark cherry-colour, Food berries." 
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32. PHLoG@NAS JOHANNA, Sclater. 

One female in the collection. 

Iris and beak black ; fect dark plum-colour. Food berries 
and seeds. 


33. Limosa BAUERI, Naum. 
Limosa nove-zealandie, G. R. Gray. 


I may add to these notes that in Lt. Richards’s collection 
from Havannah Harbour, Vate, New Hebrides, is a Zos- 
terops closely allied to Z. griseonota, G. R. Gray, from New 
Caledonia, which I propose to name 


ZOSTEROPS VATENSIS, Sp. nov. 

d Z. griseonote affinis, sed robustior, rostro fortissimo, thoracc 
et collo flavis, abdomine et crisso cinereo-albis. Long. 
tot. 54, alee 2°55, caude 2:2. 

9 mari similis. 

This species may be diseriminated from Z. griseonota by its 
very strong bill, the much greater extent of yellow on the 
throat and neek, and the absence of yellow on the lower 
tail-eoverts. 


XXXIX.— Ornithological Notes from Afghanistan.—No. I. 
By Lieutenant R. G. Warpiaw-Ramsay, 67th Regiment, 
F.Z.S., M.B.O.U. 


My regiment having been ordered to reinforee the division 
under General Roberts, I have now an opportunity, for which 
I formerly hardly dared to hope, of studying the ornithology 
of a eountry comparatively speaking so little known as 
Afghanistan. 

During my stay in these parts I propose to forward, from 
time to time, in hopes that they may be of some interest to 
readers of ‘The Ibis, notes on the birds observed. As I have 
uo books with me, Jerdon's * Birds of India? excepted, I have 
asked Colonel Godwin-Austen to be good enough to correct 
any errors in nomenelature that may occur in my manuseript, 
and also to determine such specimens as I fail to identify 


